
 

Windham Ridge School Council 

Monday June 11, 2018| 6:30-8:30pm  

In Attendance 

Council Attendance 

Vivian Aitas 

Catherine Salole 

Rachel Hamou 

 Nereo Bonomo 

Carol Davidson 

Cassandre Lennox 

Tara Dimopoulos 

Angela Lambros 

Inna Dovjenco 

Jennifer Yan 

Teresa Cowan 

Maria Pulsoni 

 

Guest Attendace 

Francis Misquitta 

 

Regrets  

Svitlana Shamova 

Mary Dunstan 

Julie Romanovich 

Sophie Elias 

Anahita Ogra 

Natalie Giatas 

Suzanne McWhinnie 

Anahita Ogra 

Tansue (Student 

Representative) 

Anika (Student 

Represenative) 

Theiva Kumaresan 

Kelly Giesen 

 

 

Welcome & Introductions ~ V. Aitas & J. Romanovich  

Welcome & Introductions 

The following Land Acknowledgement was read. It was written by the One Nation group to reflect ideas of: 

 Freedom, education, and voice 

 Safe country, diversity, peace, clean water, access to technology  

Thanks to this land, we have freedom of voice and opportunities to become agents of change. At Windham 

Ridge, we come together as a student body to recognize our access to human rights such as education, shelter 

and clean water which can sometimes be taken for granted. By ‘acknowledging’ the history, the impact and 

contributions of the peoples whose presence continues here to this day (the Wendat, the Haudenosaunee, the 

Anishinaabe, the Mississaugas of the Credit and the Chippewas of Georgina Island - as our closest indigenous 

community), we can become the door to reconcile and bring awareness of the truth to future generations. 

 

 Motion to approve agenda by A. Lambros. Seconded by C. Lennox.  All in favour. Motion carried. 

 Motion to approve May minutes by C. Davidson.  Seconded by J. Yan.  All in favour.  Motion carried. 
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Administrators Report ~ N. Bonomo & R. Hamou 

BIPSA/SIPSA Update 

Within the context of the three foci of the board (ie. Math, Mental Health and Modern Learning), the following was 

presented as a summary of how Windham Ridge has advanced the BIPSA/SIPSA over the past 3 years: 

 The staff team has built a solid understanding of BIPSA; set up goals for the school and teachers that relate 

to both the school needs and BIPSA; and have established a Community of Practice and Theories of Action 

 We have introduced maker spaces that have also been incorporated into classes 

 We have introduced Fosnot Kits to support the delivery of authentic tasks and making real life connections 

in math. 

 Hosted a Math Night for students and families 

 Found greater opportunities for school community to learn about math, wellbeing, and learning through 

growth mindset 

 Caring Colour groups started this year as a way to build community in the school  

 Promoted equity and inclusion through staff training and programming for students with ASD 

Created an awareness for staff about socio-emotional learning 

 Through staff development and training,  students are being provided with meaningful and authentic math 

problems 

Lunch Structure 

As a result of feedback from parents and students, morning break will be structured so that students will eat first 

and then go outside. This will help to address students who were hungry because of the gap between breakfast and 

snack. Lunch structure will remain the same (ie. outside first and then eat). 

School Calendar 

The school is transitioning to the EDSBY calendar which will include all school activities. 

 

Enrollment Projections and Staffing for 2018-2019 

Currently, we have 623 students enrolled next year.  We have an increase to 28 homerooms that includes 5 

grade 1 classes. 

 

 

 

EQAO 

 EQAO was administered between May 22 and June 1. 

 

Upcoming Events 

 Teacher appreciation day: Monday June 18th 10:40-1:10 

 

Buddy Benches and Table 

 To address loneliness and foster inclusion, 2 Buddy Benches and 1 Buddy Table will be installed. 
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Treasurers’ Report ~ I. Dovjenco  

Current budget as of June 8th was shared and included in Appendix 1. 

 

Teachers’ Report ~ T. Cowan 

Track and Field 

 4 students have made it to regionals 

 The girls soccer team are doing well 

Next Year’s Grad Trip 

There have been no decisions made re next year’s grad trip.  Parent and student input were inconclusive given that 

there was no consensus.  

 

Grade 8 Graduation 

Graduation is on June 26th.  Fundraising through frozen yogurt helped to subsidize tickets. 

 

Me to We 

The organization reached their community goal of establishing Buddy Benches and have almost reached their 

global goal of raising $10,000 to build a school in Kenya.  

 

Committee Reports 

Volunteer ~ T. Dimopoulos  

 J. Romanovich is assigning volunteer roles for the year end BBQ. 

Education 

 No update 

 

Fundraising ~ M. Pulsoni 

 Promotion for Fresh from the Farm will begin early and vigorously in the school year. 

 The fundraising dance will move to February, 2019. 

 

Student Programs ~ C. Davidson 

 Looking to book Playball before the end of the year.  

 There is capacity to do more student programs however, teachers’ availability is the limiting factor.   

 

School Grants and French Ambassador ~ V. Aitas for  S. McWhinnie 
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 No new update 

Yearbook ~ V. Aitas 

 No new update 

Mental Health & Well-Being ~ C. Lennox 

 No new update 

Communication ~ V. Aitas 

 Julie and Vivian are working on a newsletter updating the community on happenings of Council. 

New Business ~ V. Aitas 

 Fun Day is scheduled and on track for June 2th 

 Back to School Corn Roast will be on September 20th 

 

V. Aitas expressed her thanks to the Council for the hard work, a great year and all that we have collectively 

accomplished.  

 

Next Meeting  

September 25th, 2018   6:30-8:30pm 
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Appendix 1 

 

 


